[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]Great
Lent
Giveaway
2010

Benefitting
Orthodox Christian
Prison Ministry




[image: image5.jpg][oatpon





February 10, 2010
Dear Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Glory to Jesus Christ!

The Great Lent Giveaway(GLG), “..I was in prison and you came to Me..”(Matt 25:31-45), is designed to give our youth the opportunity to do good works for others during Great Lent. In addition to doing good works, they learn more about their faith and devote additional time to learning, prayer and fasting during this season of preparation for Pascha.  The GLG is a joint project with the Jr. Ukrainian Orthodox League.  With the blessing of our Hierarchs, the GLG of 2010 will benefit the Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM). OCPM is the official outreach to prisoners of the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA).  They minister to prisoners and their families by mobilizing the Church to work in this important vineyard of the Kingdom of Heaven.
Learn more about OCPM at www.ocpm-scoba.org

You will find in this packet a suggested outline for conducting the GLG. We encourage you to construct a program using the full program materials, as well as your own ideas, to make the GLG more than just a fundraising effort. A program that is carried out throughout Great Lent will help the youth of your parish more fully understand the importance and beauty of mission work during fasting periods.  

The full program is broken into two age groups.  The GLG program may be used any time throughout the year, not just during Great Lent.  Please modify it for your needs. 

In an effort to reduce consumption of resources and live as better caretakers of our Lord’s creation, the full program is available in one of two ways:

1. Downloadable on-line at www.uocofusa.org - Offices of Ministry – Office of Youth Ministry

2. Requesting a printed version from the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Please send us feed back concerning our new distribution method at uocyouth@aol.com or by phone at 412-279-1076.

Please take special note that we will not be asking you to take your youth into prisons.  We realize that this type of ministry requires special training and preparation.  The program is designed to help our youth understand why prison ministry is important as indicated by our Lord in Matthew 25:31-45, “…I was in prison and you came to me…” and how they can aid prison ministry without necessarily having to enter a prison themselves.

In Christ’s Love,

Natalie Kapeluck Nixon

Director                                                                                                                                                    



“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it” Proverbs  
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GREAT LENT GIVEAWAY

“..I was in prison and you came to me”
Consistory Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry – 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

Jr. Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA

 2010
Benefiting the Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry(OCPM)
Objective: To instill in our youth the true meaning of Great Lent by:

1. Introducing the beauty and responsibility of mission work

2. Learning more about their faith

3. Discovering the role of the Orthodox Church (through OCPM) to minister to those in prison
4. Witnessing to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ by “visiting Him in prison” 
GLG Project:  Collecting money to aid the work of OCPM, raise awareness about OCPM and at a local level minister to those in prison.
About the Organization:  In 2005, prison ministry was presented to SCOBA.  Shortly thereafter, OCPM was chartered by SCOBA as its official prison ministry.  

The vision of OCPM is to minister to prisoners and their families by mobilizing the Church to work in this important vineyard of the Kingdom of Heaven. The goal is to bring the love of Christ to those who are in prison by providing encouragement, material support, transition and reintegration services, Christian education, spiritual guidance and the sacramental life of the Church to prisoners and their families. The additional goal is not only to minister to prisoners, but to minister to people on the outside—people like you—by giving them the opportunity to participate in this powerful ministry where the strongholds of the Evil One are demolished and true liberty, the liberty that can only be found in Jesus Christ, is proclaimed to captives. 

Steps for initiating and sustaining the Great Lent Giveaway throughout Great Lent – this program may be divided into several sessions or one retreat:

1. Download or request a copy of the Great Lent Giveaway programming curriculum. www.uocofusa.org  or email uocyouth@aol.com

2. Gather the youth to discuss the Great Lent Giveaway.  What is Great Lent, why do we fast, what is the purpose of Great Lent? What is the importance of mission work?  What does performing mission work have to do with Lenten periods?  There is information provided in this packet to help answer all of the above questions.  Incorporate these ideas with the objective of the Great Lent Giveaway.  At this gathering you will want to decide how you will raise the funds. 
3. With the participants, devise a game plan as to how you will accomplish your goals.

4. Establish with the participants a weekly time to gather (once or more) and learn more about the OCPM, ministry, giving and discuss progress with the collection.
5. Collect and forward the donations to the Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry or the National Jr. UOL (or your designated location) or for questions.

Great Lent Giveaway


Jr. Ukrainian Orthodox League 

Office of Youth Ministry 


Ethan Rock
PO Box 869



112 Barton Avenue
Carnegie, PA  15106


Butler, PA 16001
uocyouth@aol.com


ejrock7@aol.com
6. Wrap up the project and have a celebration event with the youth on St. Thomas Sunday.  Please send in your collections by June 1st  – additional monies may be brought to the Ukrainian Orthodox League Convention in Maplewood, NJ July 27-30, 2010.
Great Lent Giveaway 2010  - Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry

Older Children Ages 9 – 12

Total time needed for session 2 hours or split into several sessions.

Items Needed:

· Copies of “Bible Verse Challenge”
· Bibles

Preparation

· Make copies of handouts
The Program

· Begin with the prayer to the Holy Spirit, “O Heavenly King”.

· Begin the program by conducting the Lesson for ages 9-12. 
· After the lesson, discuss with the participants how they may be able to raise funds for OCPM and raise awareness about OCPM in your parish.      
Lesson
· Begin the lesson by breaking the participants up into five groups.  Ask each group to look up one of the five bible verses on the handout and write down in their own words what it says.  They should be given at least 10 minutes for this exercise.

· Have each group read their bible verse explain what their bible verse was about and then read the actual verse.

· Ask the children what all of the verses had in common. The answers should be the people in the stories were accused of a crime(put into prison), being punished or forgiven for a crime or sin.

· Discuss each passage and relate how God’s intervention either released them from prison or saved them from punishment.  Why did God help the woman at the wall, grant a special place for the thief, release Joseph, Peter and Paul from prison?

· Ask the children how they think God would want us to treat someone in prison.

· Have the youth read from their lesson sheet

· When you have completed the lesson sheet discuss a plan of action for raising awareness about OCPM in your parish.  You may easily obtain information about the organization at their website at www.ocpm-scoba.org.  Next discuss how you will raise funds to help OCPM in their ministry(this outcome of this discussion will be combined with your teenagers discussion for a final plan).

Complete the day with a prayer.  You may have time for the participants to share a meal or play some games.  If you hold the session on a Saturday, you may have it planned for all to attend Great Vespers together.  If you choose to hold the session during the beginning of Great Lent, perhaps they could coincide with one the many services.

Once you have all of the suggestions from all age groups, determine the best way to raise the funds/collect items.  Set a plan, schedule date, etc. and then provide all of the need information to the participants and their parents for the fundraising. 

Find “Passage” through the Bible
Great Lent Giveaway 2010
Look up your assigned bible passage and write down in your own words what it is about.

John 8:1-11 cast the first stone
Luke 23: 39-43  the repentant thief
Genesis  39: 19- 41:40 Joseph in jail  
Acts 12: 1-19  Peter escapes from jail

Acts 16: 16-35  Paul and Silas in jail


Great Lent Giveaway 2010

“I was in prison and you came to Me…” 
Lesson for ages 9-12

Group Leader 
(comments in blue are for the group leader)
Read the bible passage from Matthew 25: 31-45.  What do you think our Lord is trying to tell the people?  Earlier in the book of Matthew his disciples ask him to talk about when he will come again.  Jesus spends time explaining how He will decide who will be allowed to enter into His kingdom and who will not.  Jesus very clearly tells us in Matthew 25:31-45 how we should take care of our fellow man if we wish to be allowed into his eternal kingdom.  
List some ways that you could follow Jesus’ words: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We often hear about helping the homeless, feeding the hungry, giving clothes to the needy but how often to we hear about visiting people in prison?  Why to you think Jesus felt that visiting people in prison is just as important as giving drink to the thirsty or clothing the naked?  Aren’t people who are in prison there because they are being punished for doing something wrong – breaking the law? Why should they be treated with kindness for being bad?
Well, let us think about the bible passages we have already read.  Jesus shows us through Joseph, St. Peter and St. Paul that sometimes people are put into jail unjustly.  With the instance of the thief who was crucified with Jesus we see that even up until the last moment we can ask for forgiveness. If we truly mean it, God will forgive us and in the case of the thief reward us with paradise – God’s kingdom.  In the case of the woman who had not been faithful to her husband, Jesus reminds us that everyone deserves a second chance if they repent. We all are sinners who should not “throw stones” at other people’s sins, when we have sins of our own.

We are taught that to sin is to separate ourselves from God.  One of the easiest places to be separated from God is in prison.  Prison is a place in which the evil one, the devil, can easily tempt people who are weak from hunger, pain, sadness, anger, and so many other things that can be found in prison life.  Many people in prison believe they are past being able to be good or make good choices.  But as God tells us, we have an unlimited amount of chances to change.  This is why it is so important for us to pray for the people in prison, be kind to them, and visit them if possible.  In this way they are able to see the face of God through us and maybe once again find hope and light in a place of darkness.
We are in the time of Great Lent.  What does Great Lent prepare us for?

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

What does Messiah mean? Why is Jesus killed?  Who makes that decision?

Because the Pharasees believe Jesus is lying about being the Son of God and messiah, which to them is a great sin.  They take Jesus to the roman judge, Pontius Pilate who puts Jesus on trial.  Ponitus Pilate cannot find anything wrong with Jesus’ actions but decides to allow the people to choose who should be set free.  So he offers up Jesus and a murderer named Barabas.  The friends of Barabas convince the people to choose him and not Jesus.  Barabas is allowed to go free and Jesus is sentence to death.

Did you ever realize before that Jesus was a prisoner?  He was tortured, put on trial and sentenced.  Jesus in Matthew 25:31-45 say “Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.”  What do you think Jesus means?

Jesus is saying that the hungry, thirsty, naked and imprisoned are him and if you ignore them – you are ignoring him.  If you taking care of them, you are taking care of him. 
We are told in scripture that many people made fun of Jesus when he was on trial and on his way to be crucified.  Many spit on him and hit him.  Did anyone show mercy on Jesus and show him compassion?
Simon of Cyrene carried his cross.  A woman wiped off his dirty, bloody face. The thief on the right scolded the thief on the left when he was mocking Jesus and then asked him for forgiveness.

Who else suffered when Jesus was in prison and was sentenced to die?

His mother, Mary, the disciples, his family and friends.

Do you think it is easy for families who have someone they love in prison?  Do you think that they also need help and compassion?
There is an Orthodox organization known as Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry.  They are the official outreach to prisoners of all Orthodox Christians in America.  They are sponsored by the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas or SCOBA.  SCOBA is the council for all of the leading Orthodox bishops of every Orthodox Archdiocese (Ukrainian, Greek, Antiochian, Serbian, etc.)  The bishops come together to discuss our life here in America and issues that effect us all.  In their wisdom, they decided to sponsor Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry(OCPM).
OCPM offers many ways to minister to those in prison.  Here are some Quick Facts about OCPM:

· Through 2009, Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) has ministered to more than 700 prisoners and former prisoners, many of whom have embraced the Orthodox faith. 

· OCPM is currently ministering to more than 250 Orthodox catechumens in prisons across America. 

· Many of the prisoners with whom OCPM has worked have been released from prison and are now living productive, Christ-centered lives as active members of their local parishes. 

· OCPM has published eight books, more than 1,000,000 copies of which have been distributed in prisons. 

· OCPM prints and has distributed more than 2,000,000 icon prayer cards to prisoners. 

· OCPM ministers monthly to more than 300 homeless or needy former prisoners, as well as the spouses and children of current prisoners. 

· OCPM receives hundreds of letters each month from prisoners seeking direction and help. Prayerfully, each letter is personally answered, offering these men and women spiritual guidance and hope in an environment where they are almost completely absent. Many of these prisoners receive no other personal mail. OCPM writes more than 5,000 personal letters to prisoners every year. 

· Through the work of OCPM, five men have been tonsured Orthodox monks in prison, and several prisoners have become iconographers. 

· Approximately 275 prisoners per year participate in intensive Orthodox study courses through the St. Athanasius Academy.

What can we do for prisoners?

As you may be able to guess, it takes special training to visit prisoners and may be a better activity for adults but that does not mean that you cannot still help someone in prison.  The best and most important thing you can do is pray for those in prison.  If you know of anyone in prison pray for them. Pray for those who minister to prisoners, prisoner’s families, parole officers (officers who help people who leave prison), and judges and courts who have to make the decisions to send someone to jail or find them innocent and set them free.  
Other ways in which you can listen to Jesus and help those in prison:

· Raise awareness about Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry in your home parish

· Donate books about Orthodoxy to your local prison’s library.

· With the help of your Priest, find out if your local prison accepts donations of bibles for prisoners

· With the help of your Priest, discover if your local prison chaplain would offer the Orthodox correspondence course provided by OCPM

Great Lent and Holy Week
As you travel through Great Lent, say an extra prayer for those at OCPM and their Executive Director Chaplain Patrick and the OCPM Board of Directors and all Orthodox Prison Chaplains.  During Holy Week pay special attention to the Gospel readings on Holy Thursday and Holy Friday that describe Christ’s imprisonment. 

Pascha – Christ’s Glorious Resurrection
Pascha is Christ’s gift of a second chance to reach salvation through Him.  Say a special prayer on Pascha for all those in prison that they are able to meet Christ while in prison and discover their second chance not only at life outside of prison but at life eternal!
Great Lent Giveaway 2010

“I was in prison and you came to Me…” 

Lesson for ages 9-12

Participant Worksheets
Read the bible passage from Matthew 25: 31-45.  What do you think our Lord is trying to tell the people?  Earlier in the book of Matthew his disciples ask him to talk about when he will come again.  Jesus spends time explaining how He will decide who will be allowed to enter into His kingdom and who will not.  Jesus very clearly tells us in Matthew 25:31-45 how we should take care of our fellow man if we wish to be allowed into his eternal kingdom.  

List some ways that you could follow Jesus’ words: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We often hear about helping the homeless, feeding the hungry, giving clothes to the needy but how often to we hear about visiting people in prison?  Why to you think Jesus felt that visiting people in prison is just as important as giving drink to the thirsty or clothing the naked?  Aren’t people who are in prison there because they are being punished for doing something wrong – breaking the law? Why should they be treated with kindness for being bad?

Well, let us think about the bible passages we have already read.  Jesus shows us through Joseph, St. Peter and St. Paul that sometimes people are put into jail unjustly.  With the instance of the thief who was crucified with Jesus we see that even up until the last moment we can ask for forgiveness. If we truly mean it, God will forgive us and in the case of the thief reward us with paradise – God’s kingdom.  In the case of the woman who had not been faithful to her husband, Jesus reminds us that everyone deserves a second chance if they repent. We all are sinners who should not “throw stones” at other people’s sins, when we have sins of our own.

We are taught that to sin is to separate ourselves from God.  One of the easiest places to be separated from God is in prison.  Prison is a place in which the evil one, the devil, can easily tempt people who are weak from hunger, pain, sadness, anger, and so many other things that can be found in prison life.  Many people in prison believe they are past being able to be good or make good choices.  But as God tells us, we have an unlimited amount of chances to change.  This is why it is so important for us to pray for the people in prison, be kind to them, and visit them if possible.  In this way they are able to see the face of God through us and maybe once again find hope and light in a place of darkness.

We are in the time of Great Lent.  What does Great Lent prepare us for?

What does Messiah mean? Why is Jesus killed?  Who makes that decision?


Did you ever realize before that Jesus was a prisoner?  He was tortured, put on trial and sentenced.  Jesus in Matthew 25:31-45 say “Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.”  What do you think Jesus means?

We are told in scripture that many people made fun of Jesus when he was on trial and on his way to be crucified.  Many spit on him and hit him.  Did anyone show mercy on Jesus and show him compassion?

Who else suffered when Jesus was in prison and was sentenced to die?

Do you think it is easy for families who have someone they love in prison?  Do you think that they also need help and compassion?
There is an Orthodox organization known as Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry.  They are the official outreach to prisoners of all Orthodox Christians in America.  They are sponsored by the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas or SCOBA.  SCOBA is the council for all of the leading Orthodox bishops of every Orthodox Archdiocese (Ukrainian, Greek, Antiochian, Serbian, etc.)  The bishops come together to discuss our life here in America and issues that effect us all.  In their wisdom, they decided to sponsor Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry(OCPM).

OCPM offers many ways to minister to those in prison.  Here are some Quick Facts about OCPM:

· Through 2009, Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) has ministered to more than 700 prisoners and former prisoners, many of whom have embraced the Orthodox faith. 

· OCPM is currently ministering to more than 250 Orthodox catechumens in prisons across America. 

· Many of the prisoners with whom OCPM has worked have been released from prison and are now living productive, Christ-centered lives as active members of their local parishes. 

· OCPM has published eight books, more than 1,000,000 copies of which have been distributed in prisons. 

· OCPM prints and has distributed more than 2,000,000 icon prayer cards to prisoners. 

· OCPM ministers monthly to more than 300 homeless or needy former prisoners, as well as the spouses and children of current prisoners. 

· OCPM receives hundreds of letters each month from prisoners seeking direction and help. Prayerfully, each letter is personally answered, offering these men and women spiritual guidance and hope in an environment where they are almost completely absent. Many of these prisoners receive no other personal mail. OCPM writes more than 5,000 personal letters to prisoners every year. 

· Through the work of OCPM, five men have been tonsured Orthodox monks in prison, and several prisoners have become iconographers. 

· Approximately 275 prisoners per year participate in intensive Orthodox study courses through the St. Athanasius Academy.

What can we do for prisoners?

As you may be able to guess, it takes special training to visit prisoners and may be a better activity for adults but that does not mean that you cannot still help someone in prison.  The best and most important thing you can do is pray for those in prison.  If you know of anyone in prison pray for them. Pray for those who minister to prisoners, prisoner’s families, parole officers (officers who help people who leave prison), and judges and courts who have to make the decisions to send someone to jail or find them innocent and set them free.  

Other ways in which you can listen to Jesus and help those in prison:

· Raise awareness about Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry in your home parish

· Donate books about Orthodoxy to your local prison’s library.

· With the help of your Priest, find out if your local prison accepts donations of bibles for prisoners

· With the help of your Priest, discover if your local prison chaplain would offer the Orthodox correspondence course provided by OCPM

Great Lent and Holy Week
As you travel through Great Lent, say an extra prayer for those at OCPM and their Executive Director Chaplain Patrick and the OCPM Board of Directors and all Orthodox Prison Chaplains.  During Holy Week pay special attention to the Gospel readings on Holy Thursday and Holy Friday that describe Christ’s imprisonment. 

Pascha – Christ’s Glorious Resurrection
Pascha is Christ’s gift of a second chance to reach salvation through Him.  Say a special prayer on Pascha for all those in prison that they are able to meet Christ while in prison and discover their second chance not only at life outside of prison but at life eternal!

Ideas for Raising Awareness about OCPM

· Power Point Presentation

· Display in Parish Hall

· Brief talk about OCPM at coffee hour

· Purchase some of the resources produced by OCPM (books about Orthodoxy and icons) and sell them to parishioners or put them together in a basket for a raffle with the proceeds going to OCPM

· Purchase some the resources produced by OCPM to be placed in your parish library

· Purchase some of the icons produced by OCPM and pass them out as gifts on Pascha!

· Write a letter to your local Orthodox sister parishes.  Tell them about your involvement in the Great Lent Giveaway and send them some information about OCPM.  ( a sample letter is included in this program)
Ideas for Raising Funds for OCPM

· Designate your coffee hour income toward OCPM
· Special Lenten Luncheon

· Bake sale

· Raffle tickets

· Rummage Sale

· Bowl-a-thon or Walk-a-thon

· Take orders for the books provided by OCPM and then order the books

Great Lent Giveaway 2010

Sample Letter

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!

We are your neighboring Orthodox parish of (name of parish) in (name of city).  Our parish youth group participates in a national program during Great Lent that aids different charities each year.

This year we are helping to raise awarness about Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry.  If you have never heard of them before OCPM ministers to prisoners and their families by mobilizing the Church to work in this important vineyard of the Kingdom of Heaven. The goal is to bring the love of Christ to those who are in prison by providing encouragement, material support, transition and reintegration services, Christian education, spiritual guidance and the sacramental life of the Church to prisoners and their families. The additional goal is not only to minister to prisoners, but to minister to people on the outside—people like you—by giving them the opportunity to participate in this powerful ministry where the strongholds of the Evil One are demolished and true liberty, the liberty that can only be found in Jesus Christ, is proclaimed to captives.
In Matthew 25: 31-45 our Lord tells us that we should visit prisoners and the visitation of prisoners is as important as feeding the hungry or clothing the naked.  We have included a brochure about OCPM.  We ask that you place a paragraph in your parish bulletin about OCPM and perhaps even consider taking a collection in your parish to help support their work.  We are also including a list of things you can do in your parish to aid prisoners in your area.  

If you are interested in conducting a youth group activity to learn more about OCPM you can go to www.uocyouth.org and click on Great Lent Giveaway.  You can download a session for children 9-12 or teenagers 13-18.  You can learn more about OCPM at www.ocpm-scoba.org. 
Thank you for your time. May our Lord bless you in your Lenten journey.

In Him

(parish name) (Jr. Ukrainian Orthodox League Chapter or Youth Group)

Ways in which you can listen to Jesus and help those in prison:

· Pray for prisoners, their families, judges, courts, prison administrators, parole officers, staff of Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry

· Raise awareness about Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry in your home parish

· Donate books about Orthodoxy to your local prison’s library.

· With the help of your Priest, find out if your local prison accepts donations of bibles for prisoners

· With the help of your Priest, discover if your local prison chaplain would offer the Orthodox correspondence course provided by OCPM
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Dear Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Glory to Jesus Christ!





I am writing to you all concerning the annual Great Lent Giveaway.  This project is designed to give the youth of our church an opportunity to do good works during this important time of year:  Great Lent.  


This year’s GLG will benefit the OCPM (Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry).  The goal of OCPM is to bring the love of Christ to those who are in prison by providing encouragement, material support, Christian education, spiritual guidance, and the sacramental life of the church.     For full information about the project you will need to download it at the website provided. We strongly encourage your participation in this event and pray that it will be a successful one as well; full of prayer, fasting and preparation for Pascha.


This year, as in the years before, the Office of Youth Ministry along with the Jr. UOL will head the Great Lent Giveaway.  It is my pleasure to help you in any way I can.  Thank you once again for your constant support and dedication to the youth of our church.








In Christ’s Love,








Ethan Rock


Jr. UOL Financial Secretary
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Bible Passage Hand-out
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Lesson Hand-out Participants
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Lesson Hand-out Participants
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Lesson Hand-out Participants











