ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

PRISON MINISTRY
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry (OCPM) is the official prison ministry of SCOBA - the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas.
The goal of OCPM is to bring the love of Christ to those in prison by providing encouragement, material support, transition and reintegration services, Christian education, spiritual guidance, and the sacramental life of the Church to prisoners and their families. To learn more, please visit our website  at www.ocpm-scoba.org .
In Matthew 25:36 Jesus said, “I was in prison and you visited me.” (Matthew 25:36) OCPM encourages Orthodox Christians to encounter Jesus Christ in the person of the prisoner.  By offering the opportunity to participate in this powerful ministry where the strongholds of the evil one are demolished and true liberty is proclaimed in Christ, Orthodox Christians experience a spiritual renewal of their own.
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Christ called us to proclaim the Gospel to all people (cf. Matthew 28:19). Many Christians in North America have accepted this charge with zeal, supporting missions and traveling to the far corners of the world to proclaim the truth of Christ in diverse cultures. The prisons of North America are populated with millions of desperate people          in need of the transforming power of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, this enormous mission field is largely ignored. People in prison  and their families, by virtue of the horrifying circumstances of their lives, experience a need for God's love in a profound and direct way and are searching for some means of knowing Him.
Quick Facts:
   Through June 2009, OCPM has ministered to more than 700 prisoners and former prisoners.
OCPM is currently ministering to more than 250 Orthodox catechumens in prisons across America.
Many people with whom OCPM has worked, have been released from prison and are now living productive, Christ-centered lives as active members of their local parishes.
OCPM has published eight books, more than 1,000,000 copies of which have been distributed in jails and prisons.
OCPM prints and has distributed more than 2,000,000 icon prayer cards to prisoners.
OCPM ministers monthly to more than 300 homeless or needy former prisoners, as well as the spouses and children of current prisoners.
OCPM receives hundreds of letters each month from prisoners. Prayerfully, each letter is personally answered, offering spiritual guidance and hope in a hostile environment.

OCPM writes more than 5,000 personal letters to prisoners every year.  Many prisoners receive no other personal mail. 
Through the work of OCPM, five men have            been tonsured Orthodox monks in prison, and several others have become iconographers.

Approximately 275 prisoners each year participate in intensive Orthodox study courses through the St. Athanasius Academy.
Current & Future Programs:
· Development of a seminary-level prison ministry curriculum and the support and encouragement of prison ministry as a priestly vocation.  

· Development of a certifying body for Orthodox prison workers.
· Development of a parish training program to facilitate the creation of parish-level prison ministries all over North America.
· The continued publication and distribution of Orthodox materials for prisoners and prison workers.
· Organization of Orthodox in-prison retreats. 

· Provision of mental health and substance abuse counseling to prisoners.
· Maintenance and growth of weekly prisoner correspondence programs.
· Maintenance and growth of Aftercare program.
· Ministry to the material and spiritual needs of prisoners’ families.
· Aggressive lobbying for the recognition of the Orthodox Christian Faith in every prison.  
· Networking opportunities for Orthodox Christian prison workers throughout North America.

 The spiritual needs of prisoners and their families are profound and largely unmet.  When Jesus evangelized the Samaritan Woman (St. Photini) at the well, and told his disciples to do the same to the Samaritans in her town, they probably thought it was strange that the Lord would tell them to proclaim the Gospel to people who seemed so different from themselves.  
Each year hundreds of thousands of families are scarred and torn apart by the incarceration of a parent, spouse or child.  These families also need the love of Christ.  This is especially true of the children.  Without the loving intervention of Christ in their lives, many of these little ones will internalize the horror of their childhoods and follow a similar life of crime and incarceration.

  “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord,…when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to you?’  And the King, will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Mt. 25:37a, 39, 40)
OCPM is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, so all donations are tax-deductible.


Donate securely online:

You can now contribute online using PayPal®, your credit card or debit card.  Visit us at:
www.ocpm-scoba.org
Or, send your contribution through the US Postal Service:


OCPM 
P.O. Box 468
Fleetwood, PA 19522-0468


Thank you for your willingness to invest in this critical ministry of the Church to “the least of these!”
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