Appendix II – Orthodoxy Around the World

Below is a listing of how Christianity spread throughout the world.  If missionization happened after 1054AD, notations have been made as to when Orthodox Christianity was brought to that country as well.  It may be interesting to obtain a large wall map and place it in your church hall.  Go through the list and have the youth place the dates on each country.  

Albania – Evangelized in the 2nd century

Andorra -  In the early centuries of the Church through missionary work by the apostles

Antigua and Barbuda -  The Ethiopian Orthodox Church -2007 
Argentina – The Russian Orthodox Church took root in 1888 
Armenia – Christianity takes root in 301 AD

Austria – In the 4th century, the Church becomes state religion of Roman Empire

Azerbaijan – St Bartholomew evangelized this area in around 60AD

Belarus – Received Christianity in 990 AD from the Greeks

Belgium – 4th century AD, however, it receded temporarily a year later during the conquest by the Franks

Belize – Orthodox Church exists in Belize but not sure of when it began. It ministers to the Greeks in the community.

Bermuda – In 1977, the Ethiopian Church in Bermuda is elevated to Diocesan status

Bosnia and Herzegovina – At around 958 the first Christian Slavs arrived in that area

Bulgaria – In 927, Christianity takes root in Bulgaria

Canada – Possibly in 1592 by Greek seafarer Ioaniss Fokas while exploring the coast for Phillip II: possibly in 1860s or 70s by Syrian and Lebanese merchants: First documented Divine Liturgy took place

China – Christians appear in China in 635 AD during the Tang dynasty

Costa Rica – Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia takes root in 1994

Croatia – 7th century AD: in 679 they made an agreement with Pope Agaton to not war with any neighboring Christian nations

Cuba – Orthodox Church beginning of 20th century from the Greeks

Cyprus – Christianity was introduced by Sts. Paul and Barnabas in 47 AD

Czech Republic – Sts. Cyril and Methodius introduced Christianity in the 9th century

Democratic Republic of the Congo – Bishop Antonio Markos spreads Coptic church there in 1997

Denmark – In 700 AD, the missionary Willibrod brings Christianity there

Egypt – St Mark brings Christianity to Egypt in 43 AD 
Estonia – In 1030, this region is evangelized

Ethiopia – In 329 AD, Pope Athanasius consecrates St. Fremontius as first bishop (Abba Salama) (Coptic Church)

Finland – Graves were discovered dating back to the end of the 1st millennium containing Christian artifacts: in the 12th century traders and monks from Novgorod arrive

France – In the 2nd century, Romans bring Christianity to Gaul Germany – St Boniface brings Christianity around 719 AD Ghana – Bishop Bresi-Ando starts Orthodox church in 1935

Greenland – In 1000 AD Leif Ericsson brings Christianity to Norse settlers there: first Christian arrived there in 985

Guatemala – In 1986, the Holy Trinity Monastery is founded: it is recognized within the church in 1995

Haiti – In the 1990s, a Russian mission is formed

Hungary – In the 10th century, Western missionaries are invited to the country

Iceland – In 995 AD, missionaries from Norway arrive in Iceland India – St Thomas brings Christianity to India in 1st century

Indonesia – In 1988, Fr Daniel B.P. Byantoro begins missionary work

Iran – St Thomas brings Christianity to Iran in the 1st century

Ireland – In the late 300s or early 400s, Palladius is sent by the Pope

Italy – In the beginning of the first century AD

Jamaica – In 1910, Fr. Antonio Michael brings Christianity to Jamaica

Japan – In 1894, St Nicholas of Japan spreads Christianity throughout the country

Jordan – Early centuries of the Church through apostolic missionary work

Kazakhstan – In the 2nd century AD, Christians were among Roman soldiers taken prisoner in battle in this region

Kenya – In 1930, Greek immigrants bring Orthodox Christianity to Kenya

Latvia – In the 13th century, Orthodoxy is brought to Latvia

Lebanon – Early centuries of the Church through apostolic missionary work

Liechtenstein – In the 4th century AD, Christianity takes root there: St Lucius is first saint to be venerated there

Lithuania – In 1387, this region experiences a Roman Catholic conversion to Orthodoxy

Lybia – St. Mark brings the Good News to Lybia in 43 AD 
Macedonia – In 1019, this region is evangelized

Madagascar – In 1953, Greek colonists in Madagascar build an Orthodox church

Malta – St Paul shipwrecked in Malta in 60 AD

Mexico – In 1924, the “Mexican Apostolic National Church” is formed

Moldova – St Constantine brings Christianity to Moldova in 325 AD 
Monaco – St Devote spreads Christianity in Monaco in 304 AD

Montenegro – In 1219, Christianity spreads through this region from Serbia and St Sava

Nigeria – In 1985, leaders of the Nigerian “Greek Orthodox Church” are officially baptized

Peru – Diplomatic relations with Greece began in 1966, making it a possible date for origins of Orthodox Christianity in Peru

Russia In the first century AD, the Apostle Andrew spread Christianity throughout this region

San Marino – St Marinus spread Christianity in what is now San Marino in 310 AD

Serbia – Between the years 867-874, Christianity takes root in Serbia

South Africa – At the end of the 19th century, Orthodox Greeks reached the shores of South Africa

Syria – Early centuries of the Church through apostolic missionary work

Tanzania – In the 1970s, the Tanzanian Orthodox Church forms

Trinidad and Tobago – In 1952, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church takes root

Turkey – Early centuries of the church through apostolic missionary work

Uganda – In 1919, Daniel William Alexander adopted Orthodoxy and returned to Uganda in 1931 as a priest to evangelize the nation

Ukraine In the first century AD, the Apostle Andrew brought the good news to this land

USA – In the 5th century, Byzantine monks fleeing from the Vandal Invasion in North Africa settle in what is now Connecticut and build a church there: 1740 is first documented Divine Liturgy -served off coast of Alaska

Venezuela – In 1957, the first Bishop (Seraphim) of Caracas and Venezuela is consecrated

Zimbabwe – Orthodox Greek immigrants arrived in early 20th century
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